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A WYOMING HOME ERIGHTENS THE
SCENERY IN JACKSON HOLE
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a Colorado couple decided 1o retire
and buy a vacateon home. As their permadent
residence was in Fort Colling, they were Famniliar
with most of the Colorade Rockiea But when
they failed to find an existing home they liked,
they decided o look farther sway.

O a soouting trip o Wyoming, they fell in
lowve with Jacksom Hide, After only 4 week of look-
ing at hormes for sale, they found one they liked: a
log spec home, designed by Jackson architect Eliot
Goss and built by Teton Heritage Builders. The
location was wrong for them. howewer, so they
kept looking. ~We decided 1o try to find properm
where we might baeld amd were abbe to bocate 4 35-
acre parcel for sale in a guiet development on the
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Snake Raver with a view of the Teton Mountaim Fange,”
the cwmer savs. “Alhough the property alone was more
than we had intended o spend on land and a bouse, we
knew this was a once-in-a-lifetione opportunity”

The couple had been planping on a conventional
home, but after seeing the logs in the spec home and its
traditional bedge look, they were enraptured. They asked
Elict ro-design them a simikar home, only customized for
their bot and lifestyle. Then they contracted with Teton
Heritage Builders 1o complete it

Our first step Wi to sel the main floor kevel at
an elevation to take full advanrage of this spectacular
site with views agoss the Snake Fiver 1o Grand Teton
Bational Park,” Elict recalls. "By designing the home to

b o o than 24-feet 12l we were able to sfay within
the heighr limits im posed by the Teton County building
codes and the subdivision’s OCHRS™

The resulting handcrafted-log home boasts 7000
square feet ob Two levels, each with & central core and
twir wings. On the main floos, the entry fows into the
wreal roomy, Two halbways either side of it bead, on the
left, to the dinimg reom, open family room and solarium,
anid, on the right, the master bedreom suite. The sobar-
iumy has bifold doors that the owners keep open during
the smpiner. The mudroom and Bund ey, kecated behdnd
the Barnily roor, lead into the attached two-car garage. A
powder room is beside the entry hall

“Ciur famwily room is set up with four disting areas,”
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the husband points out. " The first & a library in front of
the gas-burning fireplace, where we placed comfortable
chadrs for feading. Mext is the bar area The thied is an
entertainment area with a big-screen television. The open
kitchen is separated from the dinette area by the center
island”

Upstairs, to the keft of the catwalk that overfooks the
great roont, are two guesd bedrooms. Each has its own
bath and small deck viewing the nver and mountaing
To the right are the horne office, exercise room and bath
“Because the water table i so high this close to the Snake
River, we were unable to install a traditional baserent,”
the cwner explains. “There is a sniall partial basement,
made possible by raising the house six feet above grade,
where we have a wine cellas and laundee”

Various woods and stone were incorporated to corm-
plernent the heme's lodgepole-pine logs, Omne distinctive
ehernent is the non-structural characier, or feature, logs.
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“Feature bogs are the most promingnt kogs, thos that
vioul Firse see at eye bevel that you can touch and examine
closely” propect mamager Matt Soeers of Teton Heritage
Builders says. "We handpicked those that have the meost
urigue features—ornes that muight bave been created by a
lighting strike or an unuseal branch formation.”

The cwners gomal was o create 4 déoor that was com-
fortable but net over-the-top YWestern that they migha
soon tire of They purchaded all new furnituee and
added their eclectic collection of paintings and sculptures
acquired over many years of traveling.

A favorite piece is their dining roorm tabbe, built by
Greg Race of Chmandary Deasign in Leadville, Colorsdo.
The top is Bashioned from a large slab of walnur, and two
Crosscul pheces of juniper form the pedestal bases The
sandblasted pedestals were harvested as desd-standing
speditnens, mofe than a thousand years ok, from the
upper reaches of the Colorado River. The finished talxle
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weighs close to 1,200 pounsds.

Although the couple likes to entertain, they
prefer intinate diniber parties with two of
three other couples. Ar least rwice a year, typi-
calby dusimg the Christmas holidavs and in the
summer, the owners’ two children find their way
tar Jackson Hole. The area abounds with outdoos
sctivities all seasona.

Because Eliot stretched the design lengtivwise
to parallel Grand Teton Mational Park, so every
main space would have & view of the Tetons, the
Cwiers were able o create two distine landscape
styles. The front of the home gently slopes away
fromm the graceful structure for a more natural-
istic feel The rear is deamatic with stone wallg
and patios. "Kemmerer flagstone was selected
firt the patios, and Yerdone Landscape Architects
utilized different techniques of laving the fiag-
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stome im their design, with the intent thar
it weald trapsition svoothly from man-
made to natural landscape,” Matt explains.
“We began with mortar sand-set stone that
flows into fan-set stone and finally into
stepiing stomes within the grasa”

Working with VLA, the wife planned
the exterbor o that dshe could continually
expand ber gardens. In addition to pots on
the patio, she has increased the Aowerbeds
arcund the home where she has s plethora
of femes, dadsdes, lilies, lavender and Russdan
sage, to narme bor 4 few.

To augroent space in the main house,
the cwners asked Eliot ro design a detached
guesthouse in keeping with the style of the
main home, induding an arched open-
ing to overlook the river. The result was a
two-bedroom-rwo bath, LO00-square-foot
space with its own living room and Kitchen.
A three-car workshop with cedar board-
and-batten aiding Blends with the othber
siructures on the property and provides
rooin For the husband’s vintage sports cars
and the wife's gardening gear.

The owners’ plans to use their new log
e for vacations changed once they real-
ized how happy they were living im ir They
sold their Fort Caollins home and mowed to
Fackson Hole full tivne. "YWe lowe our house”
they say. "The design and architecruse are
perfect for our lifestvle”
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